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Newsletter December 2019
In November, the Waterborne TP prepared the grounds for the candidate partnership zero-
emission waterborne transport, co-organized the waterborne transport conference and published
the Technical Research Agenda Ships & Shipping. And that were not the only activities of the
Platform and its members. This newsletter highlights a number of developments of November:

- Horizon Europe, a co-programmed partnership zero-emission waterborne transport;
- The waterborne transport conference of 29 November;
- The publication of the Technical Research Agenda Ships & Shipping;
- The kick-off meeting of the STEERER Project;
-  A number of new members joining the Waterborne TP;
- The preparations of the TRA 2020.
 

Co-programmed partnership zero-emission
waterborne transport
During the meeting of the Shadow Programme Committee on 24 October 2019, the European
Commission and Member States approved in principle the establishment of a co-programmed
partnership zero-emission waterborne transport in the framework of Horizon Europe. This
partnership is key as it will allow the strategic European waterborne transport sector to develop
knowledge, technologies and solutions that will enable zero-emission shipping for all ship types
and ship services, in line with the Green Deal for Europe, i.e. European Commission’s top
priority. 

The Waterborne TP is currently preparing a series of documents, in preparation of the final
selection as well as execution of the Partnership, which is expected to kick-off on 1 January
2021. As a first step, the Secretariat and an editorial team consisting of members of the
waterborne community are working on a guidance document, which is composed of the context,
objectives and expected impacts, as well as the expected implementation. This document should
be finalised early February, and will serve purpose for the final decision making regarding the
selection of the partnership. In parallel the development of the Strategic Research and
Innovation Agenda of the Partnership will start soon. 
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Members of the waterborne community that would like to be involved in drafting one or both of
these documents, are requested to sent an e-mail to jaap.gebraad@waterborne.eu. 

In addition, the identification of topics for 2021 and 2022 in the framework of Horizon Europe will
soon be finalised, It concerns five topics for 2021 and five topics for 2022 related to zero-
emission waterborne transport, as well as two topics for both years for topics that will be covered
by collaborative research. 

A major outstanding issue is the budget for Horizon Europe, and thereby the budget for
waterborne related research and innovation. It is thereby essential, that will all convince our
national administrations that the budget for Horizon Europe should be a priority, in line with the
proposal of the European Commission, and preferably in line with the proposal of the European
Parliament.

 

Waterborne Transport Conference, 29 November
2019, Brussels
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On 29 November, the Waterborne TP, FEPORT, SEA Europe, CLECAT, ECSA, IWT
Platform and ALICE jointly organize a waterborne transport conference. The conference
concentrated on three different topics, notably the transformation to zero-emission waterborne
transport, connected and automated waterborne transport, and transforming port operations
towards 2050. The conference was opened with a keynote speech from DG MOVE waterborne
transport Director Magda Kopczynska, who commended the Waterborne Technology Platform
with the selection of the co-programmed partnership on zero-emission waterborne transport. The
conference was closed by DG RTD’s Head of Unit for future clean industries, Hervé Martin. At
the end of the conference, the Waterborne Technology Platform and the European Technology
Platform ALICE signed a Memorandum of Understanding to join forces with an aim at better
integrating maritime and hinterland logistics, transport services, supply chains and
infrastructures.
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Technical Research Agenda Ships & Shipping
During the waterborne transport conference, the Waterborne TP published its Technical
Research Agenda Ships & Shipping. The Technical Research Agenda is based on the Strategic
Research Agenda as published in January 2019, and will be used as a basis for further
developing the Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda of the Partnership. As a next step,
the Technical Research Agendas for Blue Growth and Ports & Logistics will be published early
2020. 

Paving the way towards zero-emission
waterborne transport
STEERER, a new project to deliver a clear-committment to reaching zero-emission
waterborne transport by latest 2050, kicked-off on 1 December 2019. 

STEERER (Structuring Towards Zero Emission Waterborne Transport) will coordinate the
establishment and communication of a Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda and an
Implementation Plan towards zero-emission waterborne transport, in cooperation with all key
stakeholders needed to facilitate the transformation to clean waterborne transport. In the
definition of STEERER, as well as cutting green house gas emissions, all harmful environmental
emissions, water pollution and noise emissions have to be eliminated. STEERER’s mission is to
bring the various initiatives and sectors’ stakeholders together to join forces for a combined effort
with the maximum impact for the climate, people’s health and Europe’s economy. STEERER is
coordinated by the Waterborne Technology Platform, counting with participation of a total of
seven partners from six EU countries. In sum, STEERER aims to:

Jointly set emission targets towards 2050 (including targets for 2025 and 2030);
Develop a Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda to be able to reach these targets in
time;
Develop an Implementation Plan to reach the targets in due course, while staying
competitive and offering a valid business case;
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Developing and implementing a communication campaign, aimed at broader awareness of
the waterborne transport sector and its commitment towards zero-emission transport.

STEERER has received funding from the European Union’s
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 875285.

Waterborne TP welcomes a number of new
members
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In the course of November, a number of new members joined Waterborne. VTT Tecnical
Research Centre of Finland, Ponant, ABB Oy Marine & Ports, the University of Southern
Denmark as well as the European Dredging Association  In addition, MV Werften joined as a
member. MV WERFTEN comprises of three shipyards in Wismar, Rostock and Stralsund in the
German state of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (MV), has a staff of 3,000 and some of the largest
docks and covered fabrication facilities in Europe. The yards are located in a region with an
excellent transportation and logistics infrastructure and have direct access to the Baltic Sea.
Further investments in laser thin-plate welding line, cabin manufacturing, state-of-the-art
software and other automation have been made to make MV Werften one of the most efficient
cruise ship builders in the world.

 

Transport Research Arena 2020 - Exhibition
Stand and other items
From 27 to 30 April 2020, the Transport Research Arena (TRA), will be organised in Helsinki,
Finland. The location offers a unique opportunity to shape a waterborne character of the TRA. In
the meantime, the registration for the TRA 2020 officially opened. The preparations for the
preparation of Waterborne to the TRA 2020 are well underway. Waterborne is currently looking
for volunteers to man the stand during one the days of the exhibition. In addition, sponsorship
for the exhibition stand would be more than welcome. For both issues, please send an e-mail
to: jaap.gebraad@waterborne.eu. 
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Upcoming Events 
- 23 January 2020: Waterborne General Assembly;
- 27 to 30 April 2020: TRA 2020
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