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Newsletter November 2019
Since September, the developments regarding Research and Innovation for the waterborne
sector have materialised in a positive way, and we are looking forward to paving the way for
future RD&I for and with the sector. This newsletter highlights a number of these issues as well
as organisational developments:

- Horizon Europe, a co-programmed partnership zero-emission waterborne transport, as well as 
  a new version of the Strategic Orientations of Horizon Europe;
- The waterborne transport conference on 29 November;
- The calls for proposals 2020 in the framework of Horizon 2020;
- A report of both the IRAG meetings in October as well as the first ECMAR/Waterborne     
brokerage event;
- Some organisational changes and a number of new members joining the Waterborne TP
- The draft programme of the TRA 2020.
 

Horizon Europe - State-of-Play
The European Commission and Member States are in the process of Strategic Programming,
which kicked-off with the meeting of the Shadow Programme Committee on 2 and 3 May in
Brussels. A number of additional meetings of the Shadow Programme Committee took place
until the end of October and the next one is foreseen for 21 November. The Strategic
Programming is the process that will pave the way for the design of the working programmes in a
later stage. These working programmes include the Call for Proposals. In addition, the Shadow
Programme Committee Horizon Europe, responsible for the Strategic Programming, will decide
upon the partnerships in Horizon Europe. During the meeting of the Shadow Programme
Committee on 24 October 2019, the European Commission and Member States approved in
principle the establishment of a co-programmed partnership zero-emission waterborne
transport in the framework of Horizon Europe. This partnership is key as it will allow the
strategic European waterborne transport sector to develop knowledge, technologies and
solutions that will enable zero-emission shipping for all ship types and ship services, in line with
the Green Deal for Europe, i.e. European Commission’s top priority. 

In the meantime, the European Commission has published a report regarding the outcomes of
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the co-design activities undertaken so far, as well as the next version of the orientations towards
the first strategic plan for Horizon Europe. Both documents have included the essential parts of
the Waterborne Strategic Research Agenda as launched in January 2019. 

Finally, the European Commission and Member States will soon start to discuss the objectives
for the call topics in 2021 and 2022.  
 

A major outstanding issue is the budget for Horizon Europe, and thereby the budget for waterborne related research and
innovation. It is thereby essential, that will all convince our national administrations that the budget for Horizon Europe
should be a priority, in line with the proposal of the European Commission, and preferably in line with the proposal of the
European Parliament.

 

Waterborne Transport Conference, 29 November
2019, Brussels
On 29 November, the Waterborne TP, FEPORT, SEA Europe, CLECAT, ECSA, IWT
Platform and ALICE jointly organize a waterborne transport conference. This conference is
focussed on the following themes:

- the transformation to zero-emission waterborne transport;
- transforming port operations towards 2050;
- connected and automated waterborne transport.

The draft agenda, including the names of all panellists, is available here. Up to today, 115
participants registered, and a limited number of seats are left. In case you would like to
participate, please register latest 22 November by sending an e-mail to
jaap.gebraad@waterborne.eu. 
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Call for Proposals Horizon 2020
On 02 July 2019, the European Commission launched the  final call for proposals regarding
smart, green and integrated transport in the framework of Horizon 2020. There are a number of
topics of relevance for the waterborne sector, namely:

LC-BAT-11-2020: Reducing the cost of large batteries for waterborne transport (deadline
21 April 2020);
MG-4-10-2020: Improving impact and broadening stakeholder engagement in support of
transport research and innovation
LC-MG-1-13-2020: Decarbonising long distance shipping (deadline 08 September 2020);
MG-3-7-2020: Improved Production and Maintenance Processes in Shipyards (deadline
21 April 2020);
MG-BG-03-2020: Under water noise mitigation and environmental impact (deadline 21 April
2020);

In the framework of the European Factories of the Future, there are two relevant calls for
proposals:

DT-FOF-10-2020: Pilot lines for large-part high-precision manufacturing (deadline 05
February 2020);
DT-FOF-09-2020 Energy-efficient manufacturing system management (deadline 05
February 2020).
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Waterborne meetings October 2019
In October, a number of meetings of the Waterborne TP were organised in Brussels:

- On 22 and 23 October 2019, the final discussion regarding the technical research agenda of
the Waterborne TP was facilitated by the Waterborne IRAG Meetings. Currently, the technical
research agenda Ships & Shipping is finalised and will be released during the waterborne
transport conference on 29 November 2019; 
- Approximately 50 members of ECMAR and Waterborne TP attended a brokerage event on 23
and 24 October 2019, during which the call for proposals 2020 in the framework of Horizon 2020
were discussed in detail;
- On 24 October, the Waterborne Board met to discuss a number of topics, amongst others
possible organisational changes with a view of the possible partnership in the framework of
Horizon Europe, as well as the preparation of the General Assembly which is scheduled for 23
January 2020 in Brussels.  
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Waterborne thanks Sauli Eloranta and
welcomes Christophe Tytgat
Sauli Eloranta has been an active board member of Waterborne. Unfortunately, Sauli left his
position at Kongsberg as from 1 October 2019, and thereby had to leave the post of Board
Member of the Waterborne TP. During its Board Meeting on 23 October, the members of the
Board nominated Christophe Tytgat, Secretary-General of SEA Europe, as ad-interim board
member until the elections during the General Assembly 2020. The Board specifically highlighted
the importance of a Board Member with a permanent seat in Brussels in view of preparing the
contractual framework of the co-programmed partnership zero-emission waterborne transport. 

CEREMA, IB and the Polish Maritime
Technology Forum joined Waterborne
In the course of October, a number of new members joined Waterborne. CEREMA as well as the
Polish Maritime Technology Forum will not only actively contribute to the activities of the
Waterborne TP, but at the same time enhance the participation of France and Poland within the
Waterborne TP. In addition, IB dedicated to the design, development and implementation of
Enterprise Asset Management systems for the technical, maintenance and energy management
of the fleets from Italy joined the Waterborne TP. “InfoSHIP® is the fleet management software
installed over several ships around the world, utilizing the most advanced technologies. After
years of experience and continuous achievements in this market, it is particularly exciting to
partner with a Technological Platform like Waterborne; this is the reason why IB is joining the
European Association and looks forward to working together in order to both increase our
footprint within it and to contribute in enhancing the maritime sector”.
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Transport Research Arena 2020
From 27 to 30 April 2020, the Transport Research Arena (TRA), will be organised in Helsinki,
Finland. The location offers a unique opportunity to shape a waterborne character of the TRA. In
the meantime, the registration for the TRA 2020 officially opened. There are a number of
waterborne activities, or sessions with a waterborne character organised during the week. A full
programme will be available before Christmas. We would however like to encourage you to
register your parcitipation as soon as possible. 

Upcoming Events 
- 28 November 2019: FEPORT Fifth Annual Stakeholders’ Conference;
- 29 November 2019: Waterborne Transport conference
- 03 December 2019: kick-off STEERER project;
- 27 to 30 April 2020: TRA 2020
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